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The healthcare associated infection rate among Education for Management of the Patient with Neutropenia

Some challenges identified unanimously by staff in
implementing patient ratios with all neutropenic or
all contact precaution patients include:

1. “Having more than one neutropenic when
they're actively fevering and requiring multiple
antibiotics, blood cultures and Tylenol”

2. “Gowning and gloving for contact takes
significantly more time when entering rooms .”

hospitalized patients with severe neutropenia is
at least 40% - this is associated with higher rates of
mortality, increased LOS and a higher cost of care.

Current practices to reduce disease transmission at
EMMC include hand hygiene and isolating
neutropenic patients into single roomes.

Also, unanimous in the survey, was the identified
need for a “reduced [patient] assignment” to support
the proposed changes in patient assighment

By assigning healthcare personnel to care only for
patients infected or colonized with a single target
pathogen, disease transmission to uninfected patients
can be further prevented.

Conclusion

Considering that only 50% of surveyed staff are
confident that they perform the 5 moments of hand
hygiene 100% of the time, and that 100% of staff
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Practice Change

Educate staff about neutropenic precautions and
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